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THOUGHTS 


o N 


THE PASSION. 


A S Biſhop TAYLOR, in my Opinion, was 
the beft Writer of his Age in any Point 
of Divinity, I adviſe the Reader, before 
the Communion, to peruſe his Thoughts 
on the Paſſion, thus extracted from his 
Life of Chriſt, and beginning on 
PALM-SUNDAY. , 

The Bleſſed Jeſus had never but two 
days of Triumph in this Life: one was 
in his Transfiguration upon Tabor; the 
other this his riding into Jeruſalem: but 
that it may appear how little were his Joys, 
and preſent exterior Complacencies; in 


che wy of his Transfiguration, Moſes and 
B Elijah | 


4 
Elijah appeared unto him, marking what 
great Things he was to ſuffer : and in this 
day of his riding into Jeruſalem, he wet 
the Falun with a Den ſweeter than che 
Manna. Ta 
Thus he left it diſpurable, whether he 
had more Joy or Sorrow in his Acts of 
Love: his Joy was great, in conf) dering 
that he was to ſuffer ſo much Sadneſs for 
human Good: and his Sorrow was very 
great, to colifider, that ſome would not 
entertain that Good, which he brought 
and laid before us, by bis Paſſion. oy 

' Hereupon he was in Figure, as his 
Servant, St. Paphnutius was afterwards 


} 


in true Story, crucified upon Palms: i 
Which indeed were the Emblem 85 of 


Vidory, b but 1 ſi ach as had Leaves, tharp, 
| en ee 
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_poignant, and yexatious : : However he 
entered erufalem, dreſſed in Gaieties, 
| which he placed under his Fe ect; but 
with ſuch Solemnities exhibited, | each 
Family, according t to its Progortion, Was 
to bring the Paſchal Lamb to be ſlain 
for the Paſſover: 85 and it was not an 
indecent Ceremony, that Chriſt, our Paſt: 
over, ſhould. be brou ght iy the Slaughter 


"with the Acknowledgment | of a religious 
Solemnity; becauſe now, that real Good 
Was to. be exhibited. t. to the World, which | 


mn 4 6+ » 


2 repreſent i in \ ſhadow, and 4 was Ho 


— 


% ome, 


true cauſe of all the little Joy he had. 
And if we conli ger What followed, f it 

right ſeem alſo to be a Deſign to heighten 

the Dolorouſnels « of his Paſſion. | For, to 


deſcend f from tlie greateſt worldly Honours, 
B 2 from 
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. 
from the Adoration of a God, and the Ac- 
clamations of a King, to the Diſhonours of 


a condemned Criminal, and the Torments 
of a Croſs, were ſo great Stoopings and 
vaſt Changes, that they gave Height and 
Senſe, and Excellency to each other: this 
then ſeemed an excellent Glory, but 
indeed was but an Act and Inſtrument 
of Grief: for ſuch is the nature of all 
our Felicities, to end in Sadneſs, Impatience, 


and uncomfortable Remembrances : but 


Jeſus, like a Rainbow, half made of the 


Glories of Light, and half of the Moiſture 


of a Cloud; half Triumph, and half 
Sorrow, entered into that Town, where 
he had done much Good to others, and 
to himſelf received nothing but Aﬀronts. 


Yet his Tenderneſs increaſed upon. him, 


and in that very Journey, which, was his 


laſt 


— 
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laſt ſolemn Viſit for their Recovery, he 
doubled all the Inſtruments of his Mereyx 
and their Converſion. He rode in Triumph; 
the Children ſang Hoſannah to him; he 
healed; he wept; he pitied t their Ingra- | 
titude, and ſtaid all Day chere; ; looking 
about him towards Evening, and no one 
would invite him home, but he was forced 
to go to Bethany, where he was ſure of an 
hoſpitable Entertainment; thus Jeruſalem, 


within five Days filled up her Meaſure of 


| Iniquity, by an Act which all the Ages of 
the World can repeat no more. 
After he had retired in unafſeQted 
Majeſty from the Chief Prieſts and all their 
Faction, who now ſought every Oppor- 
tunity, not to poſſeſs, but to deſtroy him, 
he returned to Bethany, with his Diſciples, 
| and lodged there that night in the Houſe 
of 


1 

of Lazarus, whom he ſo lately raised from 
the Dead: | and there Mary, the Siſter of 
Lazarus, ſpent one Box of Nard upon our 
Lord s Feet, as a grateful Sacrifice for her 
Brother's Reſtitution to Life; here ſhe met 
with an evil Interpretation of Judas, who . 
pretended it had been better Religion to 
have given it to the Poor: : this was 
Vinegar mixed with Gall, Envy, Avarice 
altogether ; for he that ſees a pious Action | 
well done, and ſeeks to undervalue it, 
by telling how it might have been better, | 
reproves nothing but his own Spirit. | 


Before we cloſe the Story « of this Sunday” 8 
Tranfactions, let it be remembered, that 
there was another Mary, of the Town 
and Caſtle of Magdal, from whence ſhe 
\ had her Name of Magdalen; a Widow ſhe 
Nan and prompted by her Wealth, Youth 


and 


A 


and Liberty to an intemperate Life and 
too free Entertainments: She came to 
Jeſus; in the Phariſees Houſe, named Simon, 
not, as the ſtaring Multitude to glut her 
Eyes with the fight of a miraculous and 


glorious Perſon : nor as did the Centurion, 


or Sycophznician, or Ruler of the Syna- 


gogue, in behalf of a Friend, or Child, 
or Servant ; but to preſent our Lord, with 


- «© «© 


a broken Heart, and a weeping Eye, and 


| a great Aﬀetion, and a Box of Nard- 


Piſtick, falutary and precious and anointed 
his Feet with the Ointment : which was 


ſo great an Extacy of Love and Adoration, 
that to anoint the Feet, even of the greateſt 
Monarch was long unknown; and in all 
the Pops and Greatneſſes of the Roman | 
Prodigality it was not uſed; till Otho taught 


it to. Ne ero ; ; in whoſe Inſtance it was 


* * 


reckoned 


( ) 
reckoned by Pliny, for a Mito of 
needleſs Profuſion: and in itſelf without 
the Circumſtance of ſo free a Diſpenſation, 
it was a Preſent for a Prince; ſuch was 
once ſent from Cambyſes to the King of 
Aihiopia. Thus it ſeems that our Saviour 
had three Effuſions of Ointment : one by 
a Woman unknown in the Houſe of 
Simon the Leper, then by Mary Magdalen, 
in the Houſe of Simon the Phariſee; and 
laſt by Mary, the Siſter of Lazarus in 
Bethany, before his Paſſion Week. 
Now from this Day to Thurſday, ſeveral 
divine Operations were exerted by this Son 
of the Right Hand: On Monday he curſed 
paſſing from Bethany to Jeruſalem the 
barren Fig- Tree: and paſſing from thence, 
without the Refreſhment which he ſeemed 
to want, to Jeruſalem, he drove the Traders 


a fecond 


6 1 

a ſecond time out of the Temple: on 
Tueſday he returned again to Jeruſalem, 
where he inſtructed the People, ſilenced 
the Phariſees, Herodians, and Sadducees, 
and applauded the Lawyer's diſcret auſwer. 
He foretold the Profanation of the Temple 
by the Roman Army, and returned to 
Bethany, to ſome Friends Houſe, adjoining 
to the Mount of Olives: on Wedneſday 
he returned to Jeruſalem once more, not 
al the Day there abiding, but part he 
ſpent. at the Houſe of Simon the Leper, 
whom he had probably healed of that 
noiſome MOR be en till 
Thurſday morning. 

Now all things 8 fed, our „ 
ſends two Diſciples to prepare the Paſſover, 
that he might fullfil the Law of Moſes, - 
aud pads from thence to Inſtitutions Evan- 

* . " 


—_ 
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gelical, and fullfil his own ſufferings. 
Accordingly he gave them a Sign to guide 
them to the Houſe (a Man bearing a 
Pitcher of Water): by which ſome that 
delight in myſtical Significations, ſay, the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm was typified : but 
in the Letter, it was an Inſtance of his 
Omniſcience, pronouncing about accidents 
at a diſtance, as if they were preſent : 
there, though he had no Lamb of his own, 
and poſſibly no Money in the Bags to buy 
one, yet his own Providence was his Guide, 
and he found excellent Conveniencies in 
the Houſe of this hoſpitable 800d M an, 
as if he had dwelt in Ahab's Ivory Houſe, 
and had the Riches of Solomon, and 
the Meat of his Houſhold. 

- Afﬀer finiſhing this laſt Moſaic Rite, he 
deſcends to give Examples of Graces. 
r Evangelical: 
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Evangelical: he riſes from Supper, and 


lays aſide his Garment, like a Servant, and 


with all the Circumſtances of an humble 
Miniſtry, waſhes the Feet of his Diſciples; 
beginning at the firſt with St. Peter, till he 
came to Judas the Traitor: that we might 
in one Scheme ſee a rare Conjunction of 


Charity and Humility, of Self-Denial and 


Indifferency, repreſented by a Perſon great 
and glorious, their Lord and n fad 
and troubled. 


And he choſe to waſh their Feet + cake | 


than their Head, that he might have an 
Opportunity of a more humble Poſture, 
and a more apt Signification of his Charity: 


thus, God lays every thing aſide, that he 
may ſerve his Servants : Heaven ſtoops, 


to Earth; and one Abyſs calls upon 
another; ; and the Miſeries of Man, which 


C 2 were 
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were next to infinite, are excelled by a 
Mercy equal to the Immenſity of Gd. 
This waſhing of their Feet, which was 
an accuſtomed Civility and Entertainment 
of honoured Strangers, at the Beginning of 
their Meal, Chriſt deferred to the End of 
the Paſchal Supper, that it might be 
preparatory to the Second, which he intended 
ſhould be Feſtival to all the World. 
Peter was troubled, that the Hands of 
his Lord ſhould waſh his Servants Feet: 
thoſe Hands, which had opened the Eyes 
of the Blind, and cured Lepers, and healed 
all Diſeaſes, and when lifted up to Heaven, 
were omnipotent, reſtoring Life to Perſons 
dead and buried; this, I ſay, he counted 
a great Indecency for him to ſuffer: 
but it was neceſſary there, as they had 
been lately diſputing for Precedency; and 
4940 E the 


( 38 } 


the Diſpute was ſo apt to ſwell into 


Tumour and Inconvenience; that it was 
not to be cured, but by ſome Prodigy of 


Example, and Miracle of Humility. 

And indeed our Bleſſed Lord, knowing 
that Examples are like Maps and perfect 
Schemes, in which the whole Continent 
may be repreſented to the Eye, to all the 
Purpoſes of Art and Benefit; did, in the 
latter End of his Life, draw up the Diſ- 
perſions and larger Harveſts of his Precepts, 
binding them in the Bundle of great 


Examples, and caſting: them into actions, 


as into Sums total: ſo this Act of waſhing 


the Feet of his own Miniſters, and then 
| dying for them, and for all his Enemies; 
did preach the three great Sums of Evange- 
lical Perfection, with an admirable Energy, 
and Abbreviature ; Humility and Charity, 

aud 
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( 14 ) 
and Sufferings, being to Chriſtianity, as 
the Body and the Soul, and the _—_ 
are to the whole Man. 

For no Man brings a ſad Funeral into 
the Theatres, to make the Spectators merry, 
nor can he well preach Charity, in the 
Impurity of the Bordelli: or perſuade 
Temperance, when himſelf is full of Wine 
and Luxury: and enters into the Baths, 
to boil his undigeſted Meat, that he 
may return to a ſecond Supper, and breathe 
forth impure Eructations together with his 
eloquent Orations: no, a poor Hermit, 
or a ſeverely living Philoſopher, into whoſe 
Life his Precepts have deſcended ; and 
his Doctrine is mingled with his Soul, 
mingles alſo Effect and Virtue with his 
Homilies, and incorporates his Doctrine 
into the Hearts of his Diſciples. : 

| In 


5 C 4s 1] 
In this Act of Condeſcenſion our Saviour 
ſhews with a moſt pleaſing Sufficiency, 
that if God diſcerns a Man from his Brother 
by Gifts, ſtill the Man hath nothing in 
| himſelf that can call him excellent: it is; 
as if a wall, upon which the Sun refleAs, 
ſhould boaſt itſelf againſt another that 
ſtands in the Shade: greater Glory is to 
be paid to God, for the diſcerning Gifts; 
but to take any of it to ourſelves, and riſe 
higher than our Brother, or advance 
proudly our own Opinion, is, as if a Man 
ſhould be proud of being in Debt, and 
think it a greater Excellency, that he is 
charged with heavier and more ſevere 
Accounts. | 
80 again, ' Humility conſiſts not in 
Declamations and Forms of Satire againſt 
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ourſelves; ſaying, I am a miſerable, finful 
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IIS Creature; 
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6260 
ereature; I am proud, or covetous, or 
ignorant; for many Men ſay ſo that are 
not willing to be thought ſo: neither is 
Humility a virtue made up of wearing old 


15 clothes; or doing ſervile and mean Em- 


ployments, by voluntary undertaking: : or 
of ſullen Geſtures, or demiſs Behaviour, 
or Artifice of lowly Expreſſions, for theſe 
may become Snares to invite and catch 
at Honours and then they are collateral 
Deſigns of Pl and direct 3 of 
Hypocriſy. 

For a Sinner to deſire to be eſteemed a 
dinner, is no more Humility, than it is 
for the Son of a Plow man to confeſs his 
Father: but indeed it is hard for Man to 
be cried up for a Saint, to walk upon the 
Spire of Glory, and to have no Adherence 
or impure Mixtures of TR grow RO 
the 
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val 
the Outſide of his Heart: all Men hive 
not ſuch Heads, as to walk in grent Heights, 
without Giddineſs and unſettled Eyes: 
Lucifer and manyArigels, walking upon the 
Battlements 'of Heaven, grew rop-heavy, 
and fell into the State of Devils: St. An- 
thony, the Father of the Chriſtian Hermits, 
was follicited to Vanity, by phantaſtic 
N oiſes of the Evil Spirit ei cryin ig before him, 
© Make room for the Saint and Servant 
of God : but the good Man knew the- 
voice bg Chriſt to be a low. Baſe of 
Humility, and that it was the conſtant 
Artifice of Satan, firſt to exalt and then | 
to depreſs. 3 5 
The Aceidents 9 8 happened on. 

| Thurſday night, are the flowing; mg 

affecting TranfaQions, | 

£1953 D 
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a When ' Jeſus had ſupped, and ſang a 
Hy mn and prayed, and exhorted, and 


comforted his Diſciples with a farewell 
Sermon, in which he repeated ſuch of 


his former Precepts, as were now appoſite 
to their preſent condition, and re-inforced 
them with Proper and | pertinent Arguments, 
be went over the, Brook Cedron,. and 


entered into Aa Garden, and into the 
Prologue of his Paſſion : : chuſin 1 that 


Place for the ſatisfactory Pains of his 
Agony: in which the firſt Scene of 


Human Miſery \ was repreſented, and where 
| he might beſt attend the Offices preparatory 


to his Death : beſides this, he therefore 


departed from the Houſe, that he might 


give Opportunity to the Surpriſe of his 


* 


Enemies, and yet not incommodate the 


good Man, by whofe Hoſpitality they had 
25 - 7 | 


Co) 
eaten n the Paſchal Lamb: ſo that he went 


like a Lamb to the Slaughter, to the 


Garden as to à Priſon: as if by an 
Agreement with his perſecutors, he had 
expected their Arreſt, and ſtayed there, 
to prevent their further Enquiry: for fo 
great was his deſire to pay our Ranſom, 


chat himſelf aſſiſted, by a forwad Patience 


and active mne towands. the Per- 


ſecution:. - p f 1 . 
When * 3 4 Garden; by left So 


his Diſciples at the Entrance. of it, calling 
with him only Peter, James, and John: 
he withdrew” himſelf from the reſt about 


a Stone's Caſt, and began to be: excceding 
heavy; he was not ſad till he had called 
them, for his Sorrow began when he 
pleaſed: which ſorrow he choſe to repreſent 
to thoſe three, who had ſeen his Trans- 

D 2 fi guration, 


ber wur Lakes he diſrobed himſelf, and that 


Preparatives to thoſe Sorrows, with which 


( @&) 


$guration, the Earneſt. of his fiture-Gloryy 
that they might ſee, of  hour-great Glory 


ey alle might, —— 


to difpens bis Corafoits; the Irradia 
3 Emiſſions of his Glory, to be 


and it is not ill obſerved, that St. Peter, 


- p - i 898 88 * . Ei , I x | A ve 
being the Chief of the "Apoſtles, and 


Doctor of the Cireumciſion ; St. John 
being unmarried; and St. James being the 


firſt-of the Apoſtles" that was -martyred; 
were admitted to the greateſt retirements 


and myſterious Soerecies of Chriſt; a8 
being of ſo ſingular and eminent Diſpo- 
ſitions, that, according to the pious Opinion 


” ”" the OY” GN Cotonets are 


5 K 21 ) 5 
appointed m Heaven: ious: for iheir 
accidental Graces, receiving more eminent 
Degrees of accidental Glory; as the Sun, 
reflecting upon a limpid Fountain, receives 
its Rays doubled, without eng f 
of its proper and natural. Light. 805 
In our Lord's beginning to be ed 
7 5 e even unto Death, he ſanctified 
the Paſſion of Fear, and hallowed natural 
Zadneſſes, that we might not think the 
Infelicities of our Nature, or the Calamities 
of our temporal Condition to be criminal, 
fo long as they make us not mit a duty, 
nor diſpoſe us to the Election of a Crime, 
nor force us to ſwallow a Temptation, nor 
yet to exceed the Value of their impulſive 
Cauſe. When the Agony proceeded to its 
Height, he prayed to the Father, kneeling, 
and then flat upon the Earth, and would 
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in Humility and fervent Adoration, have 
deſcended even to the Centre: he prays 
with an Intenſion great as his Sorrow, and 
yet with a Dereliction ſo great, and Con- 

formity to his Will ſo ready, as if it had 
been the moſt indifferent thing in the 
World, for him to he delivered to Death, 
or from it. 
For though his Nature di ad deckuie Death, 
as having a Horror and Contradiction to 
the preſent Intereſt of its Preſervation, yet 
when he. locked upon it, as the. Father 
had put it into the Order of Redemption 
of the World, it was the Baptiſm, which 
he was ſtreightened, till he had accome- 
pliſbed. And there is not in the World 
any Condition of e which ãs eſſential 
to the Duty, nor any Circumſtance of 
n tage to its Performance, but was 


a concentered 


Can » 
eoncentered in this one Inſtance: Humility! | 
of Spirit, Lowlineſs -6f Deportment, Im- 
portunity of Deſire, a fervent Manner, a 
lawful Matter, Refignation-to-the Will of 
God, great Love, the Love of a Son to his 
Father, and Perſeverance, thrice going 
and praying the fame Prayer, which was 
| not long,. but ſo retired, as to have the 
Advantage of a ſuffieient Solicitude and 
opportune Recollection; for he was with- 
drawn from his Diſciples: and yet not fo 
alone, as to loſe the Benefit of Communion; 2 
for Peter and the two Boanerges were with 
him. ee eee 5 i ; : 
Having in a few. words. dune: out 
A Torrent of innocent Deſires, he was 
pleaſed ſtill to interrupt his Prayer, that 
he might viſit his Charge, that little Flock 
which was preſently after to be ſcattered: 
*; | he 


; Heaven. - 


49 
be was careful of them in the midſt of 


his Agonies ; They in his Suffetings were 
faſt alſeep: he awakens them to a vigilant 
Cuſtody of their fenſes, and then retu s 
# ſecond and a third Time, his Devotion 


_ encreaſing with-his' Sorrow: which Sorrow 
coming to its full Meafure, God ſent his 


Angel to comfort Him; ſhewing” the 
iithful obedient, that though he draws 


1 before his Glories the Curtain of a Cloud, 4 


yet in every Inſtant, he takes care that 
we ſhall not periſh ; hut at laſt the third 
Time, after a long Expectation and a laſtin g 


Hope, the patient Sufferer is refreſhed with 


the An gelic Vifitations, making the Cloud 
diſſolve in Drops, ſweet as Mauna, pleaſant 
as Nard, and wholeſome as the Breath of 


1 Oh 


32 
- It was a great Seaſon for the Angel's 
coming, » becauſe a great Neceſſity was 
incumbent upon our Lord: for his Sadneſs 
and his Agony was ſo great, mingled 
and compounded of Sorrow and , Zeal, 
Fear and Deſire, innocent Nature and 
perſect Grace, that he ſweat Drops as 
great as if the Blood had ſtarted through 
little undiſcerned Fontinels, and outrun 
the Streams and Rivers of his Croſs: then 
his Heart in the Midſt of his Body was 
even like melting wax: we have read of 
ſome Perſons, that the Grief and Fear of 
one Night hath put a Cover of Snow upon 
their Heads: as if the Labour of thirty 
Vears had been extracted, and the Quint- 
eſſence drank off in the Paſſion of that 
Night: but if Nature had been capable 
of a greater and more prodigious Impreſs 
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of Paſſion, than « blody Sweat, it n 
have happened in this Agony of Chriſt, 

in which he undertook a Grief great enough 
dd make up the imperfect Contrition of all 


Saints, and to ſatisfy for the Sins of the 


World. 
Buy this Time the aan Judas was 
Ae at Gethſemane: where Jeſus riſes 


from his Prayers, and calls his Diſciples 


from their Sleep, and reproves their Drow- 
ſineſs in ſuch Danger, and then excuſes it 
dn account of Sorrow, ſo affecting to the 
| Spirit and oppreſſion of the Fleſh, then 
bids them tale their Reft: meaning if they 


eould for Danger, which now was come 
to the Garden-doors ; but that he their 
Maſter might appear to undertake the 
Paſſion with Choice and a free Election, he 
not "Sad refuſed. to "OE" but called his 
Apoſtles 


to the Opportunities of an armed Band, 


0 * 
Apoſtles to attend him in meeting . 


Murtherers: there Judas diſcovered his 


Maſter's Retitements, and betrayed him 


but did not attempt the leaſt Accuſation 


Innocence was ſecure againſt Sin, and 
his Prudence againſt. | gon and 


Appearances. _ 
His Maſter. had n to receive 


every one of his Diſciples, after abſence, 
with the Entertainment of a Kiſs, which 
vas the Endearment of Perſons, and the 
Expreſſion of Oriental Civility: and ſo 
Judas was confident, that his Lord would 
not reject him, whoſe Feet he had waſhed 


at that Time, when he foretold this Event, 
therefore had agreed to ſignify him by 


this Sign, beginning War with a Kiſs; 
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689 | 
and breaking the Peace of his Lord by a 
Symbol of Kindneſs: which becauſe Chriſt 


entertained with much Evenneſs and 


charitable Expreſſion, calling him Friend, 
he gave Evidence, that if he retained 


Civilities to his greateſt Enemies, in the 


very Acts of Hoſtility, he hath Banquets, 


and Crowns, and Scepters for his Friends, 


that adore him with the Kiſſes of Charity, 
and love him with the n. f an 
affectionate Spirit. a rg 

But our Lord, 8 his effenitial 
Sweetneſs and Serenity, underſtood well 


how. great Benefits the World would 


receive, in conſequence of that Act of 


Judas, proves it to be none of the leaſt 


of his Mercies, that he permits Enmities 


among Men; that Animoſity and Peeviſh- 


2 may e wath: more Severity, and 


Eda go ns d correct 
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correct with more Simplicity, than the 


gentle Hand of Friends, who are apter 


to bind up our Wounds, than to diſcover 


and make them ſmart: but they are to 


us an excellent Probation, how Friends 


may beſt do the Offices of Friends, if 
they would take the Plainneſs of Enemies 
in accuſing, and ſtill mingle it with the 
Tenderneſs and good Affections of Friends. 
Aſter the Salutation, Jeſus himſelf begins 
the Enquiry, and leads them to their 


Errand, ſaying, that he was Jeſus of 


Nazareth whom they fought ; but this 
alſ-, an Anſwer ſo gentle, bad in it a 
Strength greater than the Eaſtern Wind, 
or the Voice of Thunder; for God 


was in that fill, ſmall Voice, and it 
ſtruck them to the Ground: they then 
however, as many nos, _perfult- in: Pro- 


451 vocations 


6 
| vocations of his Power, who can reduce 
us by the Word of his Mouth, or by a 
Thought to nothing, or to endleſs Per- 
dition: in this Inſtance there was a rare 
Mixture of Effects, as there was in Chriſt 
of Natures, the Voice of a Man, and the 
Power of God: for it is obſerved ee 
Doctors of Primitive Ages, that the 
Nativity to the Crucifixion, no 5 
paſſed, but it was like the Sun ſhining 
through a Cloud, or Beauty with a Veil 
drawn over it, they gave Illuſtration and 
Teſtimony to each other. 1 4 
Thus, He was born a: tender Infant at 
Bethlchern; but was adored by the Magi 
as their King; by the Angels as their God: 
he was-circumciſed as a Man, but a Name 
is given him, to ſignifiy him the Saviour 
ef the World: His Parents flee with him 


I - 
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. 
into Ægypt, in Diſtreſs, yet there the 
Oracles confeſs, his Divinity: He is 


| Preſented in the Temple, as the Son of 


Man; but by Simeon and Anna, he is 
celebrated' with divine Praiſes, as the 


VMeſſiah, the Son of God: he was baptiſed 


in Jordan, as a Sinner ; but the Holy Ghoſt 
deſcending upon him, . proclaimed him 
the Well-beloved of the Father: he was 
hungry in the Deſert as a Man; but 


 fuftained his Body without Meat and Drink, 
for forty Days together, by the Power of 


his own Divinity: there he was. tempted 
of Satan as a weak Man; and inſtantly, 


| the: Angels of Light miniſter to him, as 


their ſupreme Lord: and now a little 
before his Death, when he was to take 
upon him all the Affronts, Miſeries, and 
amazone of the moſt miſerable, he 


receives 


1 


receives Teſtimonies from above, which 


were moſt wonderful: for he was trans- 
figured upon Tabor, entered triumphantly 
into Jeruſalem, had the Acclamations of 


the People; when he was dying, he 


darkened the Sun, when he was dead, 
he opened the Sepulchres, when he was 


deep in Crucifixion, he made the Earth 
tremble; ſo now, when he ſuffers himſelf 


to be apprehended by a Multitude, he 


ſtrikes them all to the Ground, only by f 


replying to their Anſwer; that the Words 


of the Prophet might be verified : My : 
People ſball know my Name; they ſhall 


know in that Day, that I am he, that 
dith ſpeab; behold it is I. 

And accordingly they did know it . 
its Efficiency, for the Soldiers and Servants 


having recovered from their Fall, and 


riſen 


. 
riſen by the Permiſlion of Jeſus, All 
bertel in their Enquiry after him, who 


was preſent, ready, and defirous to be ſa- 


crificed. He therefore permitted himſelf to 
be taken, but not his Diſciples: for he ĩt 
was that ſet thein their Bounds 3 and he 
ſecured his Apoſtles, to be Witteſſes of 
his Sufferings and his Glories; and this 


8 Work was the Redemption of the World, 


in Wich no Man could have a ſhare; ; "he 


albne Was to tread the Wine-Preſs, and 
Time enough they ſhould be called to a 
Fellowſhip of his Sufferings: but Jeſus 5 


went to them, to be bound, faſter by 


Bands of his own Pity for the World. 


Prophecies | and Muyſteries. and Love, 
held him faſt” in Cords tron A As 
Death, and in thei r Cords ere! as ts 
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Peter ſeeing his: Maſter thus ill-uſed, 
aſked, - „h wwe Arite ith the Sword ? 
and before he had his Anſwer, cut of 


Mlalchus's Ear. Here it ſeems; there were 


two Swords in this Family of Chriſt, and 
Peter bore one: either becauſe be was 


to kill the Paſchal Lamb, or according to 


the Cuſtom of the Country, to ſecure them 
againſt Beaſts of Prey, which in that 
Region were frequent and dan gerous in the 


Night. But now he uſed it in an unlawful 


War: be had no competent Authority; 5 
it was again the Miniſters of the, State of 
his Country: and as Chriſt's Kingdom 
Was not of this World, ſo neither were 
his Defences ſecular : fi ghting for Religion 
is certain to deſtroy Charity, but not certain 


to ſupport Faith: Peter therefore may 


uſe his Keys, but he f is commanded to 
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put up his Sword, and he did ſo; and 
preſently be and all his Fellows ran 

| wy: wt 
And God knows, and N 4 A 
imagine that a Behaviour of that kind, 
proceeding from Timidity, was /a more 
Chriſtian Courſe, than ſanguinary Oppo- 
ſition; for though it had in it much Infir- 
mity, yet it s Malice: and ſo in the mean 
time our Lord was pleaſed to touch the 
Far of Malchus, and completely to cure 
it; thus adding to the firſt Inſtance af 
Power, by throwing them on the Ground, 
this Act of miraculous Merey, curing the 
Wounds of an Enemy made by a Friend: 
but neither did this pierce their callous and 
obdurate Spirits; for they led him in 
uncouth Ways, and though the Brook 
Cedron, in which it is ſaid, the ruder 
F 2 Soldiers 
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Boldiers plunged him, and paſſed upon 
him all the Affronts and Rudeneſlcs, which 
an inſolent and cruel Multitude could 
think of, to ſignify their Contempt and 
their Rage. Such is the Nature of evil 
Men, who, when they are not ſoftened, 
are hardened by Arguments of Grace: 
for ſo I have ſeen healthful Medicines, 
abuſed by the ' Incapacities of an healthleſs 
Body, become Fewel to a Fever, and 
increaſe the Diſtempetature, from Indiſpo- 
fition to a ſharp Difeaſe, and from thence 
to the Margin of the Grave: but it was 
otherwiſe with Saul, whom Jeſus threw 
to the Ground with a more angry Sound 
than theſe Perſecutors: but Saul roſe a 
Saint, and they perſiſted Devils; and the 
Grace of God diſtinguiſhed the Events. 
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The Houſe, of Annas ſtood on Mount 
Hows in the way to the Houſe of Caiaphas: 
and thither Was he led, as to the firſt 


Stage of their Triumph, for their Surprize 
of a Perſon fo feared and deſired: there 


ſome naughty Perſon ſmote bim on. the 


Face, for faying to Annas, that he made 
his Doctrine public; his Anſwers to their 
ſeditious Accuſations were general, inde- 
finite, ſafe and true, with the anocence 
of a Dove, not to prevent Death; but 
with the Prudence of a Serpent, to Prevent 


all juſt ( Cauſe on his Part : Here it 5 Ms, 


SS #- EF 


had bargained for the Night og pg 
eating the Paſchal Lamb and before he 


received the Sop, at the ſacramental Supper: 
and here that boly F ace, in beholding 
"NIP much of the Ceeleſtial Glory doth 


conſiſt, 


— = 
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conſiſt, that Face which the An gels gaze 


upon with wonder, like Infants at the 


bright Sun-beam;—that Face was ſmitten | 


extrajudicially, by an Incompetent Perſon, 
with deſpiteful Circumſtances, in the 
Preſence of a Judge, in a full Afſembly, 
and none reproved the Inſolency and the 
Cruelty of the Afront : and in this the 
Injury was heightened, as the Blow was 


faid to be given by Malchus, whoſe Ear he 
had healed, in this Deed ungrateful, and 
contemptible in bein 8 Herod's mien 
Slave. | . 11K 


Annas having ſuffered this unworthy | 
Uſage! towards a Perſon fo excellent, ſent 


bim away to Caiaphas, who had formerly 
in a full Council, reſolved he ſhould die ; 
yet now, palliating the Deſign with the 
Scheme of a Tribunal, they ſeck out for 


Wirnefſes. 


6390 


Witneſſes, and the Witneſſes are to ſeek 
for Allegations, and when they find them, 


they are to ſeek. for Proof, and theſe Proofs 


were to ſeek. for Unity and Conſent, and 
nothing was ready for their Purpoſes : but 
as they uſe here Pilate's Authority to 
put him to death, they would perſuade 
Pilate to accept of their Examination and 
Conviction without farther Enquiry : but 


ſuch had been the excellent Prudence and 5 


exemplar Piety of the Life of Chriſt, that 
all their Complaints were not capital in a 
Roman Court; at laſt, after many attempts, 
they accuſed him for a Speech, which if it 
had been ſpoken, in. Letter and not in 
Figure, it would have been a Prodigy of 
Power; andi it had been after to raiſe the 
| Temple of Jeruſalem, than to raiſe the 
Temple of his Body. : 
13 
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5 
m the wean Time, the Lamb of God let 
his Cauſe to defend itſelf, under the 
Protection of his Heavenly F ather; not 
only becauſe himſelf v was ; determined to die, 
but becauſe if he had not, thole Premiſes ; 
could 1 never have inferred it. But this 
| Silence of Jeſus fulfilled a Prophecy, it 
made his Enemies full of Murmur and 
Amazement, it made them ſee that he 
deſpiſed their Accuſations as certain and | 
apparent Calamities; "Sat that Kichfdr Was A 
fearleſs of the Iſſue; and in the Senſe = 
Morality and Myfteries taught us, 'not to be 
too apt to excuſe ourſelyes, when the Sem- 


blance of a Fault lies upon us, unleſs by 
ſome other Duty we are re obige to our 


"4 < — * a L 


h was W Hen: and it we ex expedient, 
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; that as the firſt Adam De his In by a 
vain | 


„ 

vain Apology, the Silence and Suite 
of the ſecond Adam ſhould * und 
reconcile it. 
But Caiaphas had a Reſerve, which he | 
knew would do the Buſineſs in that 
Aſſembly; he adjured him by God to tell 
him if he were the Chrift: and Chriſt, 
being adjured by fo ſacred a Name, would 
not now refuſe an Anſwer; leſt i it might not 
conſiſt with the Honour that was due to 
it, and which he always paid and that 
he might neither deſpiſe the Authority of 
the High Prieſt ; nor upon ſo ſolemn an 
Occaſion be wantin g to that great Truth, 
which he came down on Earth to perſuade | 

to the World; ſo he did immediately 
confeſs himſelf to be the Chrift, the Son of 
the Living God: this the High- Prieſt v was 
pleaſed, as the defign was laid, to call 


G 8 Blaſphemy ; ; 


| "0 FE ) 
2 : "and there they yoted him. to 


die. 


While theſe things were — 225 con- 
cerning our Lord, a fad Accident happened | 
to his Servant Peter: for being engaged 
in ſtrange and evil Company in the.mid( 
of Danger, and ſurprized with a Queſtion 
without Time to deliberate. an Anfwer, 

to find Subterfuges, or to fortify himſelf, 


3 denied his Lord ſhamefully, with ſome 
Boldneſs at firſt, and this grew to Aa licen- 


tious Confidence, and then to Impudence, 


and then to Abjuration: denying with 
| Curſes, that he knew not the Lord, who 


was known to. him, as his Own Heart, 


and was dearer than his Eyes, and for 
| whom be profeſſed a little before, that he 


would die. Thus the Spirit of God, being 
extinguiſhed by our Works of Darkneſs, 
1s 


4 

is Ike. a Taper, which if it is brought to 
the Fire, as ſoon as it is blown out, ſucks 
Light and is re-kindled without Trouble ; 
but if it cools into Death and Stiffneſs, 
it requires A longer Stay and more Appli- 
cation : the Lord however, i in the midſt of 
his own. Sufferin gs, forgat not his Servant's 
Danger, but was pleaſed to look upon him 
when the Cock crew; thus, the Cock 
was the Preacher, and the look. of Jeſus 
was. the Grace that made the Sermon 
effeQual ; : and becauſe he was but newly 
fallen, and his habitual Love of his 2 
though. interrupted, yet had ſuffere 
natural Abatement, he returned with 45 
Swiftneſs of an Eagle to the Embraces 
and primitive Affections of his Lord. by 

By this Time ſuppoſe Sentence given, 

| Calaphas prejudging all the Sanhedrim, for 
G2 he 
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he firſt declared Jeſus to have ſpoken 


Blaſphemy and the Fact to be notorious, 
and then aſked their Votes: which whoſo 
then ſhould have denied, muſt have con- 


£7 teſted. the Judgment of the High-Prieſt, 


who by the Favour of the Romans was 
advanced (Valerius Gratus, who was 


Preſident of Judza, having been his Patron) 


and his Faction potent, and his Malice 
great, and his Heart ſet upon the Buſineſs: 
all which Inconveniences none of them 
durſt have ſuffered, unleſs he had had the 
Confidence greater than of an Apoſtle at 


| that Time : but the Sentence was but like 


ſtrong Diſpoſitions to an enraged Fever; 
he was only declared apt, and worthy for 


Death; they had no Power at that Time 


to inflict it ; but yet they let looſe all the 


| Fury of Madinien, and all the Inſolency 


of 
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75 of ſmarting Soldiers: and although from 
VE the Time of his being in the Houſe of 
'7 Annas till the Council met, they had- 
uſed him with ſtudied Indignities; yet 
now they renewed and doubled their 
unmercifullneſs, and their Injuſtice to ſo 
great an Height, that their Injuries muſt 


have been greater than his Patience, if his 
Patience had been leſs than infinite. 

Judas now ſeeing the Matter going 
farther than he intended, repented of his 
Fact: for although evil Perſons are in 
the Progreſs of their Iniquity, invited on 
by new Arguments, and ſupported by 
Confidence and a careleſs Spirit ; yet when 

Iniquity is come to the Height, or ſo great 
a Proportion, that it is apt to produce 
Deſpair, or an intolerable Condition, then 
the Devil ſuffers the Conſcience to thaw 

and 


e 
and grow tender; but it is the Tenderneſs 


of aBile p it is Soreneſs rather and a new 


Diſeaſe; and either it comes when the 
Ti ime. of Repentance is paſt, or leads to 
ſome Act, which ſhall make the Pardon 
to be impoſſible; and ſo it happened here; 


for Judas, either impatient of the Shame 


or of the Sting, was thruſt on to deſpair 


of Pardon, with a Violence as haſty and 


as great as were his Needs: and Deſpair 


is oſten uſed like the Bolts and Bars of Hell- 


Gates. Thus, it ſeizes upon them that 


had entered into the Suburbs of eternal 


Death by an habitual Sin, and it ſecures 
them againſt all Retreat: and the Devil 
is forward enough to bring a Man 
to Repentance, provided it be too late: 
ſo, Eſau wept bitterly, and repented 


dim ſo did the fooliſi Virgins lift up 


their 


* 


. 
their Voice, when the Doors were 
mut. wah My 
But I conſider the very great Folly 
and Infelicity of Judas: It was at Mid- 
night he received his Money; betimes in 
dat Morning he repented his Bargain: 
þ he threw the Money back again, but 
; the Sin ſtuck cloſe, and it is thought to 
a fad Eternity: ſuch is the Purchaſe of 
| 6 reaſon, and the Reward of Covetouſneſs; 
1 it is cheap in its Offers, momentary in its 
A Poſſeſſion, unſatisfying in the Fr uition, 
uncertain in the Stay, fudden in its De- 
parture, horrid i in the Remembrance, and 
a Ruin, a certain and miſerable Ruin 4s 
in the Event : . when he came and told 
his Story to thoſe who' ſet him on Work, 
they let him go away unpitied: he had 
ſerved their Ends in betraying his Lord, 
and 
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| and. thoſe that hire ſuch Servants, often 


leave them in Diſaſter, to Shame and 


Sorrow: ſo did the Prieſts, they refuſed 


to put the Money into the Treaſury, 
becauſe it was the Price of Blood; but 


they made no Scruple, to take it from the 


Freaſury to buy that Blood: any thing 


ſeems lawful that ſerves -ambitious and 
bloody Ends; ; and ſuch Perſons are 


ſcrupulous in their Cohiſcienees, when 
nothing of Intereſt intervenes : ſo the End 
of the Tragedy was this, that Judas 


died an ignoble Death, marked with the 
j Circumſtances of an horrid Judgment, 
and periſhed by the moſt infamous Hands 
in the World, that is, by his o -wWwn: which 


if it be contraſted with the excellent Spirit 
of St. Peter, he did an Act as contradictory 


do his Honour and the Grace of God, as 
could 5 
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an Example to all the World, of the excel 

lency of ihe Divine Marey, and the efficacy. 

of an Holy Hope, and a eee timely 
ba 11 iH on add 
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But r now all Things v were ready. for the. : 
Purpoſe; the High-Prieſt and al his c com- 
f pany attending Chriſt, to. the Houle, of | 
; Pilate; hoping he he would verify their Sen- 
tence, and bring i it e Execution, chat they. 
might once be rid of cheir Fears, and. 
enjoy their Sin and their Reputation quietly. 0 


When Pilate enquired 3 into ende * 


| | gave him this general ind ute anſwers, 
lf be were not n we would — | 
; 9 1 | | « have 
| 


— — — — — 


muten Jervs to be malicious and 
of heir Avouſitions and aig 


| b | Meſſiah) they chiefly 


4d which they y knew 


— was 4 


1900 
— brought him unto ihee: But he 


PF : 
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es and arguments 


there accuſed him of ſuch Or 
which themſelves Fr ne kim not, 
* to be falſe, but y yet 


FA 


likely to move Piste, if he, had ; 


,alfionate and inconfiderate i in his ſenten- 


ces: they ay (He fe red to 2 Hin mfelf 
4 King) "This D 


ſcourſe Happened a at 
the entry * of ihe Nc for the 
Jews, "who made no a” & killing 
Chriſt," n made 3 a Co Alciencclef the external 


Cuſtoma and Ce eremonies of their Law, 


which" had ho interior andy, lich 


S "7 #4. 5 were 


tuk 
were apt to ſcparate- them from the Na- 
religious Abſtraction: thus it would de- 
a capita} Action was to be judged : ahl 
yet the effuſion of the beſt Blood in the 
World was not eſteemed againſt their Re- 
ligion: So violent and blind is the Spirit 
of Malice, which! turns Humanity iuitd 
Cruelty, Wiſdom into Craft, Diligence 
into eee e n into 
Superſtition. | 177 eic Us nt bo 


To other A 5 alled * 7 
him, but the firſt concerned not Pilate, and 
the ſecond was involved in the third, and 
there fore he choſe to exatnine him n 
that, can of his n King: -t0,which 


- B12; the 


4 
the Meſſiah (replied;-:thar he was a King 
indeed, but not of this World: his Throne 
Was. Heaven: Angels his Courtiers: the 
Creation his Subjects: his Government 
Spiritual: his Judicatories are the Courts of 
Conſcience, and at Doomſday the Clouds: 
the T ribute which he demands is Con- 
formity to his Laws, Faith, Hope, and 
Charity: no other Duties but a holy 
Spirit, religious Worſhip, an obedient 
Wil, and à conſenting Underſtanding ; 
and in all this Pilate thought the Intereſt 
1 Cæſar was not e at ** 


vale. #12 22 


But re, Anas: peice Jeu 
wee and — 1 — was a 


big a Perſon t to denen con- 
5105 | © 1 cerning 


- 
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Senhig uf d Gm JariſdiQtion. He 
rod wWas glad of the Honour done tg bun 
and at the Perſon brought to him, benz 
now deſirous to: ſee ſome Miracle done 
before him: but Jeſus ſpake not one 


Word there, nor did any Sign: thus re- 
q proving the fottiſh Careleflneſs of Herod, 


who, living in the Place of the Mefli abs 


Abode, never bad ſeen his Perſon, nor 


heard his Diſcourſes. So if we ſtop our 
Ears againſt the outward Letter and inward 


Spirit of the Word Eternal, the Spirit of 


Truth will ſhut up the Springs of Grace, 
that we ſhall receive no Refreſhment, or 
IatriBion, « or r Pardon, - Felicity. 
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Thug our "I ſuffeced not biwlelk 5 
be moved at the pertinacious/Accuſations 
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of the Jews, nor the Deſires of the Tyrant, 
but perſevered in Silence, *till Herod 
cauſed him to be arrayed in White, and, 
through the Scorn of the Multitude, re- 
mitted him to Pilate. And ſince that 
Accident the Church clothes her Prieſts in 
White Garments, as à Repreſentation of 
that Part of the Paſſion; and in Memory 
thereof may nothing draw us from the 
in ward Retirements of a recollected, and 
ſober, and patient Spirit, nor make us 
depart from the pure Exeitions and —_ 
teſies of . 200% 


"When Pilate had received our 8 
and found that Herod had ſent him back 
uncondemned, he attempted to teſeue him 
from their Malice, by making him a freed 
. Man 


Ca? 

Man at the Petition of the People; bt 
they preferred a. Murtherer. and a Rebel, 

Barabbas, before him; defiring to have 
him crucified, who raiſed the Dead, and 
to have the other releaſed who deſtroyed 
the Living. 80, when Pilate faw they 
were ſet upon it, he conſented, and de- 
lvered him firſt to be fcourged, which 
the Soldiers executed with unrelenting 
Nakedneſs, and tearing his tender Fleſh, 
till the Pavement was N with 4 
Shower of Holy Blood. adde brig ni2 


"After ibn afflictive "Severity, ; "they, 
clothed bim with Purple, and crowned 


£42 


bim with Thorns, and put; a Reed in bis 
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Had | for a Sceptre, and bowed the Knee 
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* him in Mockery, and buffetted, and 


ſpit upon him: then Pilate brought him 
ſorth, as a Spectacle to the People, hoping 
this might move them to Compaſſion, 
who never loved to ſee a Man proſperous, 
and are always troubled to ſee the ſame 
Man in Miſery : but the Earth, which 
Was curſed for Adam's Sake, and was 
ſowed with Thorns and Thiſtles, produced 
an Harveſt ſo dreadful in its Multiplicity, 


dhat our Lord, the ſecond Adam, gathered 
them all, in Purſuit of his Victory over 


Sin and the Grave; and indeed, aſter ſueh 
a Grove of Thorns growing upon the 
Head of our Redeemer, to ſee « one of his 
Members ſoft and: effeminate is a great 


a as this 1 2 15 or the Jews. | | 
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But nothing prevailing, neither the Iu- 
nocence of Jeſus, nor his Immunity from 
the Sentence of. Herod, nor the- Induſtry 
and Diligence of Pilate, nor the Miſery, 
at laſt (for ſo God: decreed to permit- At, 
and Chriſt to ſuffer it) Pilate gave Sen- 
waſhed his Hands:—of which God ſervet 
his End, to declare the Innocence of his 
Son, of which in this whole: Proceſs he 
was moſt curious, and ſuffered not the 
leaſt Probability to adhere to him: yet 
Pilate ſerved no End of his, nor pre- 
ſerved any Thing of his Innocence: 
—for, he that rails upon a Prince, and 
cnes, faving your Honour, vou are a 
Tyrant: and he that ſtrikes a Man upon 
NO I the 


( 38 )) 
th Face, and cries him Mercy, and undoes 


bim, and ſays, it was in jeſt, does juſt 


like that Perſon that ſins againſt God, 
and thinks to be excuſed by ſaying, it 
was againſt his Conſcience: that is waſh- 
ing our Hands, when they are ſtained in 
Blood; as if a Ceremony of Purification 
were enough to cleanſe a * hom: the 
Stains of ſpiritual iputitr. | 


; © 3 Jews took. 15 Blood 
(which Pilate ſeemed to waſh off) upon 
themſelves and their Children; and ſo, 
the Blood of this Paſcal Lamb ſtuck upon 
their F orchead, and marked them; nat 
to eſcape, but to fall under the Sword of 
the deſtroying Angel; and they periſhed 
either by a more * TR or ſhortly 

after, 


( 59) 


after, in the Extirpation and miſerable 


Ruin of their State? — And hkewiſe, 
Pilate,” who had a leſs ſhare-in the: Crime, 
yet had a black Character of a ſecular 
Judgment: for not long after he was, by 
Vitellius, Governor of Syria, ſent to Rome, 
to anſwer to the Crimes objected againſt 
him by the Jews, whom to pleaſe; he had 
done ſo much violence to his Conſcience :— 
Then by Czfar's Sentence, he was baniſhed 
to Vienna—deprived of all his honours 


where he lived ingloriouſly, till by Impa- 


- tience of his Calamity, he killed himſelf 


with his own Hand: — Thus the Blood 
of the Meſſiah, ſhed for the Salvation of 


the World, became to them a Curſe; and 
that which purifies Saints, ſtuck to them 
that ſhed it; and mingled it not with the 
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loathſome and incurable: —fo: Manna turns 
to Worms, and the Wine of Angels to 


* 


Vinegar and Lees, when it is feceived 
into impure Veſſels: or taſted by wanton 
Palates; and the Sun himſelf produces 
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cok. Chap. XI. Ver. 26. 
Ar often as ye eat this Bread and drink 


this Cup, ye do Mero Aeris * Lord's 
Death wall he cole: © ey 


1 


As 8 he, Sun —_ 15 BP 1s ki ok 
eminent and noble, their Prince, their 
Meaſure and their Guide; ſo is this Action 
among all the Inſtances of Religion: it 
is an Union of Myſteries and Duties; it 
Fu God and Man in the mutual Com- 


plexions 


a —— ——7—f mc — 
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plexions and Entertainments of an excellent 


Charity; it preſents to Man as great a 
Thing as God could give, for it is im- 
poſſible any Thing ſhould be greater than 


himſelf; ſo that if we are ſo wiſe, or fo 
fortunate, to know the Excellency of this 
Gift, it would fill us with Wonder and 


Adoration, with Joy and Thanfulneſs, 
with great Hopes and actual Felicities, by 


the great Additions and gon Increment 
of Grace. 3-4 


Hereupon, it is my Purpoſe in ths 


_ preſent” Diſcourſe, not to diſpute, - but to 
perſuade ; not to confute any one, but to 
inſtruct thoſe that need; not to make a 
Noiſe, but to excite Devotion; not to 
enter into curious, hut material Enquiries; 
and to gather into an Union all thoſe 
+ſeyeral Portions of Truth, and Apprehen- 


ſions 


N 
| 
| 


, 
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ſions of Myſteriouſneſs, by; which even 
good Men ſtand at a Diſtance, and are 


afraid of each other; for ſince all Societies 
of Chriſtians pretend to the greateſt Eſteem 


of this, above all the external Rites and 
Miniſteries of Religion, it cannot be other- | 
© wiſe but that they will ſpeak honourable 
Things of it; and ſuppoſe Holy Things 
to be in it; and great Bleſſings to come 
by it, one Way or another. 


It matters not where we begin —for if 1 
deſcribe fie Excellencies of this Sacrament, 
I find it engages us in Matters of Dury, 
and Enquiries Practical: if I deſcnbe our 
Duty, it plainly ſignifies the greatneſs, and 
excellency of the Myſtery : the very notion 


15 practical, and the Practice is Information: 


we cannot diſcourſe of the Secret, but 


— a 
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iy 


* 


(640) | 
not draw all the Lines of Duty, but fo 


much Duty muſt needs open a Cabinet of 


Myſteries. If we underſtand what we are 
about, we cannot chuſe but be inveſted 
with Fear and Reverence: and if we look 
in with Fear and Reverence, it cannot be, 
but we ſhall underſtand many Secrets: but 
becauſe the natural order of Theology is by 
Faith to build up a good Life; by a rectified 


- underſtanding to regulate the Will: and 


the Affections. I ſhall uſe no other Me- 
thod, but firſt, to difcourſe of the excellent 
NMyſtery, and then of the Duty of the 
— direct and collateral.” 

.. Firſt. : When, Chriſt, at the — 
of the. Supper, affirmed of the Bread and 
Wine, that they were his Body and Blood, 
they were not at all offended, . as being 
Fnſtruſted ſufficiently before, in the Nature 
of that Myſtery; ; and beſides this, they 


ſaw 


(6 ) 


faw enougli to tell them, that what ley | 


eat Was not the natural Body of their 
Lord: this was the Body which Be did 
or might eat with his own Body: one 
Body did eat, and the other was eaten; 
both of chem were his Body, but after a 
diverſe Manner: for the Caſe is briefly 
this—we have two Lives, a natural and 

a ſpiritual, and both muſt have Bread for 
| their Support and Maintenance, in Pro- 
portion to their Needs and Capacities; 


and as it would be an intolerable: Charity : 


to give nothing but ſpititual Nutriment to 


an hungry Body, and pour Diagraths and 


wiſe Propoſiti tions into ati empty Stomach, 
ſo it would be as uſeleſs and impertinent 


to feed the Soul with Wheat or F leſh, 


unleſs that were the Conveyance .of a 4 


ſpiritual Rn; 


K | Here 
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„Here the Word and the Spirit are the 
Fleſh and the Blood of Chriſt; the ſame 


Word read to the Eye and the Ear: and 
the Word is made our Food in a Manner 


ſo near to our Underſtanding, that our 


Tongues and Palates feel the Metaphor 


and ſacramental Signification: here Faith 


is in Triumph and Exaltation, But as 


in all the other Miniſteries Evangelical, we 


eat Chriſt by Faith, ſo here we have Faith 


by eating Chriſt: thus eating and drinking 
is Faith: it is Faith in Myſtery, and 
Faith in Ceremony; it is Faith in Act, 


and F aith in Habit; ; it is exerciſed, and ĩt 


is advanced; and therefore it is certain 
that here we eat the Fleſh and drink the 
Blood of Chriſt with much Eminency and ; 


Advantag ge. 


1 


( 

Here then are two Things remarkable; 
that by whatſoever Way Chriſt is taken our 
of the Sacrament," by the fame he is taken 
in the Sacrunient, and by ſore Ways here 
more than there. The eating and drink- 
ing the conſecrated Symbols, is but the 
Body and leſſer Part of the Sacrament: 
the Liſe and the Spirit is believing greatly, 
and doing all the Actions of that believin Is 
direct and conſequent: ſo that there are 
in this, two Manducations, the facramental | 


and the Hpiritua: the ſacramental does 


but declare and exerciſe the ſpiritual; as 
it is alone, as it is a Ceremony, as it 
only conſigns and expreſſes the inward 
Spirit, it is true to affirm, that it 1s 
only an Act of Obedience: but all the 
Bleſſings and Conjugations of Joy which 
come to a worthy Communicant, proceed 

| K 2 from 
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as it is doe opt of - the Sacrament, by 


( 8 ) 
itua eating of Chriſt; which, 


hearing and Nleditstion, ſo ſurely, it is 


done, in it, and with it, much better. 


- Theſe are the Points of Faith! apper- 


5 taining to this Sacrament: , We next 


proceed to conſider the Bleſſings apper- 
taining: by. divine- Fre ge PORT 


Eternity, WY 


Here then be it obſeryed, 2 ah 
this Expreſſion, .we are made one Body 
auth Chrift, is meant in a ſpiritual Senſe, 
as thouſands of Soldiers make one Army, 
yet that ſpiritual Senſe means, the moſt 
real Event in the World. We Ade 
Communion, really joined to one, Com- 


mon, divine Principle, Jeſus Chriſt the 


Lord; and from him we do communicate 
in all the Bleſſings 0 his Grace, and all 


Ly | other 


— — 


(. 6s } 


other Benefits of his Paſion, and abiding 


in this Communion, ſhall. be a l 2 


Army 1 in Heavenly Places. 
Now, unleſs we think ali pad 
but what goes in at our Eyes and Mouth, 
if we think there is any thing good be- 
| yond what our Senſes perceive, we muſt 
confeſs this Act of Faith to be and to be- 
queath a real and eminent Benefit: and 
yet. whatever it be, it is therefore effected 
upon us by the Sacrament, becauſe aue 
eat one Bread. The very repeating the 
Words of. St. Paul is a Satisfaction in this 
Enquiry; they are plain and eaſy; and 
whatever Interpretation can be put upon 
them, it can only vary the Manner of 
effecting the Bleſſing, but cannot evacuate 
the Bleſſing, or confute the Thing: for 
it ſeems the Bleſſings of Sanctification do 


7 0 not 


(750) 
not grow like Grafs, but like Corn: not 
whether we do any Huſbandry or no, but 


if we cultivate the Ground, then the 
Produce i is abundant accordin gly. 


Thus there are but two Ways of ap- 
plying the Death of Chriſt; an internal 


Grace, and an external Miniſtry : Faith 
is the inward Application, and if there be 
any outward at all, it muſt be by Sacra- 
ments; and both of them are of remark- 
able Virtue in this Particular; ; for by 
Baptiſm we are baptiſed into the Death of 
Chriſt, and the Lord's Supper 1 is an ap- 


pointed Declaration. of his Death, and | 


likewiſe a Participation 6 
Now to partake of it nee 


by Sacrament to receive it; that is, ſo to 


apply it to us, as it can be applied: it 
brings it to our Spirit, it propounds it to 


our 


611 


our Faith, it repreſents it as the Matter 


of Euchariſt, it gives it as Meat and Drink 


to our Souls, and rejoices in it, in that 


very Formality in which it receives it ; 
viz. as broken for, as ſhed for the Re- 


miſſion of our Sins. Then the Body 
receives the Body of the Myſtery—the 


Mouth eats the material Signs, but our 


Faith too eats at the ſame Time e eat 


aud drink the Symbols with our Mouths, 
but Faith, being not corporeal, feeds upon 1 
the Myſtery itſelf; it entertains the 


Grace, and enters into that Secret which 
| the Spirit of God conveys under that 


dignature: now, ſince the Myſtery is 
perfectly and openly expreſſed to be the 


Remiſſion of Sins, if the Soul does the 


Work of the Soul, as the Body does the 
Work of the Body, the Soul receives 
| Remiſſion 


(7 9 
Remiſfion of Sins, as the Body receives 


the Sacrament of it. 
But we muſt be infinitely careftil to 
remember, that even the Death of Chriſt 


brings no Pardon to the impenitent, per 


ſevering Sinner; therefore let no Man 
come with his Guilt about him, in the 
Heat and Affections of his Sin, and hope 
to find a Pardon by this Miniſtry ; > he who 
thinks ſo will but deceive and ruin himſelf, 
If we ſeck for Chriſt, we ſhall find bim 
only in the Methods of Virtue, and the 
Paths of divine Commandments ; but, 
otherwiſe, he is not to be found by every 
Enquirer, nor touched | by every Hand, 
nor received by all Comers, nor entertained 
by every Gueſt.— He that means to take 
the Air, muſt not uſe his Fingers, but 
his Mouth; and he that receives Chriſt, 
ok muſt 


| 
| 
| 
' 
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muſt have a proper, that is, 4 ſpiritual 
Inſtrument—a purified. Heart—conſecrated | 
Lips —an - hallowed Mouth —a Tongue 
that ſpeaks no Evil —a Hand that miniſters 
to no Injuſtice and 4 to no unc leanneſß. 
For a diſproportionate Inſtrument i is an 
Indecency, and makes the Effect impoſible 
both in Nature and Morality —Can a; Mau 


Ns 


bind a Thought with Chains, or rf 
Imagination; in the Palm of his land J 


Can the Beauty of the Peacock's Train, 


or the Hacked Plume be delicious o the 
intermeddle wh the es of the Heart, or 
Darkneſs, that hides the N. aked, make 
him warm! — Does the Body live as does 
the Spirit, or can the Body of Chriſt be 
like Common Food? Indeed, the * 
ſhines upon the good and bad, and the Vines 

L | give 


give Wine to the Drunkard, as well as 
to the ſober Man: Pirates have fair Winds 
and calm Seas at the ſame Time when 
the juſt and peaceful Merchant hath them: ! 
but although worldly Things are common 
to good and bad, yet Sacraments and 
ſpiritual Joys, the Food of the Soul, and 
the Bleſſing of Chriſt, are the peculiar 
Right of Saints, and they who are peni- 


| tent, do fo far the Will of God, and wo. 


doing is their Sanctification. 

Thus far, concerning the Energies of 
Faith ; and thus far, concerning the 
Bleflings appertaining to this Sacrament, 
the precious Promiſes of Eternity. We 
now conſider the true Spirit and Ry - 
of Self-examination. FOR 
Every one that comes to the Lord's 
Supper pretends to have earneſt Deſires to 
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be ſaved; and many, eſpyin g the Beauties 
of Wiſdom, .1 the Brightneſs of Chaſtity, 


the Health of Temperance, the Peace of 
_ meek: Perſons, and. the. joyful Reputation 


of the charitable, . wiſh: that they were 


ſu ch excellent Perſons: but they conſider . 


not that it is the Splendor, not the Virtue; "A 

the Reputation, not the uſefulneſs; 74 the 5 
Re ward,. and not the Duty, that they are 
in Love withall. Such Deſires of Holineſs 
are, too often, like our Deſires of heing 


*. of the Stone, or ſuffering Cauſtics 


Cupping - glaſſes; i ah unwillig 
mil Ha hard and a fatal Neceſſity, 


and therefore ſomething e of a, conſequent 
Choice; r 52 can be * Wa, it . 


bs 6 7 


„ 


ing to. > Religion, as 10 a 3 1 but 


0 Sen I E.- 2 8 chen 


- 


2 2 
„„ n 


68 
wen if we ane in ar this Door, we muſt 
examine whether we be taken with the 
Beauties of che interior" Hou te: does Fear 
make us Took, nd does lookin 8 make us 
like $f Holy Deſires and Love be not 
in the Beginning, of in the” Progreffion, 
we ſhall de the Work f Grace pitifully, 
alid dur "Preparations eoldly,” and our At- 
tentions dictractedly, and receive che 
Communioii Without Eißeieney, as with- 
out Ferveticy. 191 10 31 ef19319 003 = 
| In this Caſe, there is otllly one _ 
to bur Examination an our Confidence. 
He that comes, ' becauſe God commands 
him, in a dire and certain Obedience to 
the Words of Chriſt, or in 4 deep Sorrow 
for his Sins, addrefling himſelf for Support 
ala Remedy=rhis Man, though he 
Ris uno ſenſual Punctures, no natural 
. Sharpneſſes 
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Sbarpueſſes of Defire," yet he comes well} 
and upon à right © Principle; but if be 
Wants the Pleaſtte of thoſe paſſionate In- 
dicdtiorb He muſt be careful, that be be 
fare in the iũtellectual and religious Choice} 
for that" is the Fhidg" intended to be fight 


fed by All md Etiticl Paffibiis, and tien 
41 Js vii gut! 8 1 07 Sidi og vid 


When we have Fenounced, | perfedtly 


reftounced all Affectibfis to a "known: Sin, 
not by à ſolemi and pompous ProfeſRion, 
but with a rea and” hearty Refolition, 
his will make it to be well” with 5 us? 1 
reſolving not to fay ſo, and be a Fe bal, 
dot to ſay ſo, betavſe itideed we faba 
ſo ; not to profeſs it, becaüuſe it is che 


Cuſtorm of Chriſtians, arld the Ex Peckation | 


of the Selemnity, but becauſe we mean to 
get rid of the Sin for ever. Now cons 


* cerning 


That they be made \prudentlys, atten- 
tively, figcerely ;. „ with Intuition, 70. 4 
credible, poſſible, and deſigned Effect. 
For there are ſome that make Vows (Pur- 
poſes I cannot call them), which, they 
believe impoſſible to keep; and: no one 
can wiſely purpoſo ſuch Things, of which 
He;bas.ſuch Belief : but they believe, them- 
ſelves inevitably engaged to commit ſuch, 
a, Sin, and yet as inevitably engaged 2 
x, they, will not. „ gil ts Mike: Gifs 

Ihe Greeks tell of a famous Fool, hob 
Name - Was Acco; who. when ſhe, ſaw 
herſelf in a. Glaſs, would diſcourſe as 
wiſely as ſhe. could to the other Women, 
ſuppoſing her own Shadow to be one of her 
Neighbours; with whom ſometimes the had 


great 


CME 
great Buſineſs, but always huge Civilitiesz 
only ſhe could never agree which of them 
ſhould go away firſt, or take the upper 
Hand. Such wiſe Reſolvers/*are ſoms 
Perſons; they take the Shadow of it for 
a Subſtance, and pleaſe themſelves by the 
Entertainment of the Images of Things; 
and think that the Outſide and the Words 

of a Promiſe are the only Tbing which 

| God requires : they and their -Promiſes 
do not know, which ſhall go away firſt; 
the Reſolution quickly dies, and the Per- 
ſon preſently after, but the Sin remains. 
This may ſuffice to guide us in Self- 
examination; and much Comfort may be 
drawn from the following Concluſions. 
If Self- examination be ſincere, according 
to the Rule preceding, let no one be leſs 
: n in his Perſuaſion, concerning 
<3 | the 


( 
we read Bleſſings and glorious: Effedts 
which God deſigus to-every faithful, obe- 
dient Soul, in the Communication of 
theſe divine Myſteries . Difference of 
Judgment there are, ard. will be, in all 
Schools, in all Communions: ſor all Men, 
28 1 faid before, ſpeak honourable Things 
of the Sacrament; and though of ſeveral 
Perſons, like the Beholders of a Dove, 
walking in the Sun, as they ſtand in ſeve- 
ral Aſpects and Diſtances, ſome ſee red, 
and others purple, and ſome perceive 
nothing but green, but all allow and love 
the Beauties; fo do the ſeveral Forms of 
Chriſtians, according as they are inſtructed 
by their firſt Teachers, or their ownEx- 
perience, conducted by their Fancy and 


proper Principles, look upon theſe glorious 


| Ons; ; ſome as virtually containing 
oy 15 the 


* 


Ci 
che Reward of Obedience ; ſome as So- 
lemnities of Thankſgivings, and Records 
of Bleſſings; ſome as the objective In: 
creaſers of Faith; ſome as the ſacramental 


Participations of Chriſt 3 others as the 
Inſtruments of natural Union; yet all 
affirm ſome great Things or other of it, and 
by their Differences D dane TImmenſity | 
and the Glory: log omen las 
So then, they who- receive the - Sacra+ 
ment; muſt not ſuppoſe, that the Bleſhngs 
of it ate effected, as Health by Phyſic, or 
Warmth by the Contact and neighbour- 
hood of Fire; but as Muſic, one way 
affects the Soul, and witty. Diſcourſes 
anotherꝭ and joyful Tydings a way diſsring 8 
from both the former, ſo the Oper 
of the Sacrament. are produced. by jan 
Energy, of a Nature entirely, differing from 
8 M | all 


all Things elſe: but however, it is done 


the Thing chat is donbz is this; no Grace 


s there improved, but what we bring Hong 


win us: no Increaſes, but whit we exrr- 


eiſe; we muſt bring Faith along with us, 
and God will encteaſe it; we muſt come 
Weich Charity, and we ſhall go away with 
more; we muſt come with truly peniten- 
tial Hearts, and to him that hath;, ſhall 
| | be given more abundantly: thus the ſpirit 


does more inwardly, than- we can under- 


ſtand; as Chriſt faid to Peter, when he 
waſhed-'his - Diſciples” Feet: What T do, 


thou &noweſt not now, but thou [ſhalt 


| know hejeaftert then Hhalt thou delight | 


thyſelf in the Almiglity, and halt lf 
a uu abe unte God. C4 13 rived 
2 "the Tan tet us ane fk 


in 


1 
in this act of Faith and Communion, but 
only regard the Duty and the Conſciende 
of it. For although, in the Beginnings 
of this Act, moſt frequently, and at ſome 
other Times, more irregularly, God com- 
plies with our Infirmities, and encourages 
our Duty with little overflowings of ſpiri- 
tual Joy, and ſenſible Pleaſure, and Deli- 
cacy in Prayer; ; ſo that we feel ſome 

little Beam of Heaven, and great Refreſh- 
ments from the Spirit of Conſolation; yet 
this is not always ſafe for us to have, - 
neither ſafe for us to expect; and when we 
do, it is apt to make us cool in our Enqui- 
ries and Waitin gs upon Chriſt, when we 
want them, it is running after him, not for 
the Miracle, but the Loaves: not for the 
deſire of pleaſing God, but for the Plea- 
ſure of. pleaſing ourſelves: — And as we 
| myſt not judge our Deyotion to be barren 
and 


— — — — * 
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and unfruitful, when we want the overs 


: Hlowings of Joy, ſo neither muſt we ceaſe, 


when we do want them: if our Spirits 
can ſerve God, chufingly and eagerly; 
out of pure Conſcience of our Duty, it 


is better in itſelf, and more ſafe for us. 


Thus, tbough we cannot tell how a 
Cherub ſings, nor how a loſt Tdea returns 
to the Memory and ſands replaced il 
the Eye of Reaſon; yet if we add to out 
Faith, Virtue— to Virtue; Knowledge 


to Knowledge, "Temperance—to Tempe- 


rance, Patience — to Patience, Godlineſs — 


to Godlineſs, brotherly Kindneſs—to bro- 


_ therly Kindneſs, Charity — This is our Rule 


bf Adton, wn A a conſtant inward Peace. 


of Action, and the Spring of Hope—and 
it | is better to act for Hope, than to enquire 
about Hope; betauſe a conſtant Intiocence 


But 


e 


7 . 
4 


* 
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But in hoping, remember this impor tant 
Caution, that your Hope be founded in 


faith of the Promiſe, relating purely to 


the Spirit, and not float in your own 
Fanc Ys. with ambitiou s, irregular deſires 


of the Fleſh ; He that gueſſes at the 
Excellency and Power of the Sacrament, 


by the Events which himſelf feels, muſt 


be ſure to look for no other than what are 
eminently and virtually contained in it = 
that is, he muſt not expect that the Sacra- 5 
ment will make him rich; or diſcover to 


him ſtolen Goods. or cure the Tooth-acke; ; 


or counter. charm Witches; or appeaſe a 


Tempeſt, if if he be thrown into the Sea; 
theſe are ſuch Events, as God has not 


made the Effects of Communion, but are 
the hopes and ExpeRations of People 


fu perſtitious and vain. 
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Falch is the great Magazine of all the 


Graces, and all the Comforts of a Chriſtian $ 


7 and therefore the Devil endeavours to 


corrupt the Truth of it, by intermin gling 


Errors ; the Sincerity of 1 it by Hypocriſy ; 
the Ingenuity of it by Intereſt : the Com- 
forts of it by doubtings ; the Confidence of 


it by Objections, and Secular Experiences, 


and preſent Conſiderations ; ; by adherence + 
to Human Confidence, and little Sanctu- 


aries, and the Pleaſures of the World, and 


che Fallibilities of Men. When Xerxes 
bad a great Army to conduct, and great 


Succefles to deſire, and various Contin- 
genties to expect, he left off ſacrificing to 


his Country Gods: he forſook Jupiter 
| and the Sun; and in Lydia eſpying a 
goodly Platan Tree, tall, ſtrait, and 
* ho encamped all his ad it 


the 


7 10 * 
the Fields about it, bung up Bracelets 
and . Coronets upon the Branches, and 
with coſtly Offerings made his Petitions 
to the beauteous Tree : and when he 
marched away, he leſt a guard upon this 
his God, leſt any thing ſhould do Injury 
to the Plant, of which he begged to be 
defended from all Injury. 

By ſuch Follies as theſe, does the Devil | 
endeavour to deflower our Confidence i in 
God; we truſt in Man, who cantiot truſt 
himſelf ; we rely upon Riches, that rely 
upon nothing, for they have no Stabliſh- 
ment, and they have no Foundation, but 
are like Atoms in the Air; the Things 


themſelves can bear no Weight, and the 


Foundation cannot bear them. — In our 
Afffictions, we look for Comfort from 


Wins: or | Company ; from | 2 Friend that 
talks 


14 65 ) 
| talks well, or from any Thing that gives 
uʒs preſent Eaſe; but in the mean Time 
we look not into the Promiſes of God, 
| which are the Store-Houſes of Comfort; 
and like the Dogs of Hippocrene, we lick 
the Water- Drops, that fall upon the 
Ground, and take no notice of the Foun- 
tain and the full Veſſels, —But therefore it 
is, that God and the Fruits of his Garden, 
and the Wealth of his Treaſur re, and the 
Meat of his Table, and the Graces of his 
Spirit are not guſtful and delicidus, becauſe 
many doate upon Muſhrooms and Colo- 
quintida : but as Manna in tlie Defart, 
became pleaſant, when they had nothing 
elſe to eat, ſo the faithful, acting and 
feeding of the Spirit, ſuffer nothing to 
ſpoil their Palates, or debauch their Reaſon, 
Knowin 8 that lõnnocence and Humility 
A " feſt. 


(89) 


: art bear Faith n their Knees, and then ; 


Upon their Hands. 
Theſe are my dell Inſtructions & to 40 


Faithful, in cheir pure approaches to . 


Free of Life, to the Vine of Sibmah, to 
the pure Blood of the Grape : but leſt 
my Diſcourſe ſhould be too diffuſive, and 


begin to wander from Faith to Fancy, 1 ; 


would bind all, as I do my own Body, 
Soul, and Spirit, to this eternal Rule of 
Preparation; to this infallible Promiſe of 
Acceptance.—To. examine themſelves, whe- 
tber they repent them truly of their former 
Sin — fleadfafily purpofing to lead a ne- 
Life — to have a lively Faith in God's 
Mercy through Chriſt — with a thankful Re- 
membrance of bis Death — and be in Charity 
with all Men. This is the Pillar and 
the Ground of Truth this do and thou + 
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| ſhalt live —He that 1 EUN Soul uport 
this, cannot periſh; nor can he be re- 

proved, Who hath {@ much Reaſon and 
Argument for his Faith, and therefore I 
pray God, that my Soul may be joined 
in Chriſtian Communion ; for this is 
Reaſon, this is Revelation, and cannot 
be 2 _- any Thing frogs than 
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Tr. FP rayer in Commun os 


17 O Low Ixs vs CxRISs r, whoſe Majeſty 
is glorious, and whoſe Mercy will ſoon - 
pardon the meaneſt Penitent, let thy 
Pardon, though inviſible, be filently applied 
and ſealed upon my Soul; that as in 
Baptiſm, as in Confirmation, ſo in this 
Communion, I may continue thine for 
ever; encreaſing in thy Holy Spirit more 
and more, until I come to thine everlaſting 
Kingdom: for thou art the Way —the 
Truth — and the Life — The anointed 

Mediator — the Mighty God — the ever- 


laſtin 8 Father the Prince of Peace. 
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